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MESSAGE FROM FOUNDER
2016 is set to become an incredible year for OWTA, with a number of projects on
the horizon. With the first month of the new year under our belt we want to take a
look back at some of our exciting initiatives and the tremendous support we
received last year.
As the recipient of a MusiCounts grant, we received $12,000 that was used to
purchase amps, a sound system, DJ equipment, conductor stands, microphones
and mic stands. We were able to put our new equipment to good use when we
held our first annual arts festival, Overture Fest, and hosted our third annual
Summer Breeze: Acoustic Music Concert Series at Starbucks in Chapters
Indigo Pointe-Claire.

Akilah Newton
OWTA Founder &
Executive Director

Here are some of the highlights from the past year:
• We entered our second year running ASAP (After School Art Programs) and ran a series of free
dance workshops.
• Overture Radio returned with 10 shows held at midday via Riverdale High School cafeteria.
• February saw the return of our "Songs of Freedom " Black History Month school tour. We presented
at schools in Montreal, Sherbrooke, Toronto, Calgary, Edmonton and Vancouver.
• Our second "Songs & Stories" Black History Month tour for elementary schools educated youth about
diversity within our communities.
• One of our newest programs, "Girls Unite," allowed some talented local students to work with Juno
nominated producer Thomas Mackay and singer/ songwriter, Michaela May. The girls recorded an
original track for International Women's Day and a Christmas song - both of which can be purchased
on iTunes.

Frank Baylis, MP,
Akilah Newton &
Jim Beis, Mayor @ OWTA’s
3rd Annual Winter
Wonderland Brunch

We held a number of other events and created new partnerships with
community organizations and local businesses to help unite the community
and spread the love of arts:
• Spoken word workshops in April for Poetry Month
• Introduction to DJing workshops in July and August
• Hosted our 1st Overture Fest in August
• Partnered with Action Jeunesse Ouest de l'île and ran a series of graffiti
workshops and held a vernissage
• Hosted a Zumbathon Fundraiser in November at Cielo Studios
• Hosted our 1st Women in the Arts Conference
• Received a grant from Lush Fresh Handmade Cosmetics to purchase a
vehicle for the organization
• Partnered with Flight Hub to bring our school tours and workshops to
cities across Canada

And of course, the holidays wouldn't be holidays without our annual Winter Wonderland Brunch in
December. Once again the event was a resounding success.
Last but certainly not least, OWTA celebrated its 6th anniversary and held an anniversary fundraiser.
Every year we are pleased to see lots of new and old faces celebrating with us; we trust that this year
will be no exception.
2016 could not look any brighter! We look forward to your continued support to help us to reach more
youth in our communities.
On behalf of the team at OWTA and the communities we serve:
Thank you!
Akilah Newton
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MISSION
Overture with the Arts (OWTA) is a non-profit organization based in the West
Island, offering education in music, dance, drama and vocal training. Our free
and low-cost programs enable young people to pursue their passion in the
performing arts when they wouldn’t otherwise have the financial means to pursue
their passion.

VISION
OWTA encourages youth to express themselves creatively and use the arts as a
tool to empower their artistic inspirations and communicate in the areas of social
justice.

VALUES
• Professionalism
• Youth
• Community
• Diversity
• Respect
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
President: Modupeh Taylor-Cline
Vice-President: Stephanie Woo
Treasurer: Kelvin Newton
Secretary: Emma Osgoode

PROGRAMS
To carry out our goal of engaging youth, OWTA runs several programs
throughout the year. The programs are diverse in nature, including music, dance
and radio broadcasts. Additionally, we focus on building partnerships with local
organizations. This allows us to create a strong network of committed volunteers,
partners and participants who continue to benefit from our activities.
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A.S.A.P. (AFTER SCHOOL ARTS PROGRAM)
From January to May 200 youth participated in this free
after-school program. Break Dancing workshops were
offered allowing students to explore their creativity.
http://owta.org/after-school-program/

GIRLS UNITE
Girls Unite is a female empowerment music program that
gives youth the opportunity to work with music industry
professionals. In celebration of International Women’s
Day (March 8), we ran a series of vocal and
songwriting workshops with professional songwriter
Michaela May and Juno Award nominated musician
and producer Tom Mckay. The result was the creation
and recording of an original “Girl Power” pop anthem
called “Ticking Time Bomb”. The program was so
successful that we also decided to remake the
Christmas song “Little Drummer Boy”. Both songs are
available on iTunes.

http://owta.org/girls-unite/
MONTREAL INTERCULTURAL PROGRAM
In partnership with AJOI, the Borough of
Pierrefonds and Equitas we are offered free arts
workshops in the summer. On Tuesdays and
Thursdays at Riverdale High School 55 youth aged 12
to 17 participated in Graffiti, Spoken Word and Intro to
DJing workshops. At the end of the summer we hosted
a vernissage and invited our youth participants and the
community to attend.

OVERTURE RADIO
For a 2nd year 10 participants took part in our
student run radio program. This year youth were
provided with the tools and training to produce and
host live radio shows, which they hosted during lunch
hour in the cafeteria at Riverdale High School.

http://owta.org/overture-radio/
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SONGS OF FREEDOM
For a 5th consecutive year we visited secondary
schools with an edutainment (education and
entertainment) presentation in celebration of Black
History Month. For the 5th anniversary of the tour we
went on a national tour. We brought 50 presentations to
schools in Montreal, Sherbrooke, Toronto, Brampton,
Calgary, Edmonton and Vancouver. Approximately
6,000 youth benefitted from the presentation.

SONGS & STORIES
In its 2nd year students learned about the diverse history and culture of the
African-Canadian experience through music with a 45-minute interactive
presentation. The presentation celebrates Black History Month and
approximately 2,500 youth benefitted from the presentation.

http://owta.org/songs-stories/

EVENTS
6-YEAR ANNIVERSARY FUNDRAISER
On Saturday, May 2nd at the Pierrefonds Cultural
Centre we celebrated 6-years of success and the
arts! Guests sipped on wine and enjoyed hors
d’oeuvres, as they enjoy a music performance by
youth who participated in our Girls
Unite program. Additionally, local speed
painter Maliciouz created a painting in 30-minutes,
which was then included in our silent auction for
guests to bid on. All of the proceeds from the night
will go towards funding our programs.

SUMMER BREEZE: ACOUSTIC MUSIC
CONCERT SERIES
Every 2nd Friday in July and August guests enjoyed
5 free concerts at Starbucks in Chapters PointeClaire. The shows were family friendly and all ages
were welcome. Starbucks donated a fantastic gift
basket to raffle off at each show and approximately
200 guests enjoyed the concert series.
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1ST ANNUAL OVERTURE FEST
OWTA’s inaugural Overture Fest took place on
Saturday, August 15 at Grier Park in Pierrefonds,
hosting a variety of performances and workshops to
promote the arts in today’s youth. A collaboration
between OWTA, the department of Canadian
Heritage, the Pearson Educational Foundation and
the City of Pierrefonds, Overture Fest brought
together artists of various disciplines to showcase
some amazing local talent.

ZUMBATHON

On Saturday, November 21st Zumba enthusiasts took part in three thirty-minute

classes at Cielo Studios led by skilled Zumba instructors. We took a break
between each class and raffled off prizes. At the end of the event guests enjoyed
healthy snacks and were treated to a concert by the local youth band, The
Record Breakers.

3RD ANNUAL WINTER WONDERLAND
BRUNCH
We treated 25 underprivileged families in the West
Island to an afternoon of free activities at the
Pierrefonds Cultural Centre. Guests enjoyed a
warm brunch prepared by Obsession Bakery,
students from our Girls Unite program performed,
OWTA Board Members,
Junior Jams ran a dance workshop, guests received
Youth Ambassador & Volunteers
a framed family portrait as a keepsake and every
child in attendance received gifts. Hatley, Winners,
Beaver Books, Dollarama, Euro Excellence, Hasbro Toys, Costco, Loblaws,
Peter Pauper Press, Avon, Regal Confections, Starbucks Pointe-Claire, Wilton,
Coty Inc. and Wow Wee Toys sponsors the event and donated products. The 3rd
Annual Winter Wonderland Brunch spread love and joy while bringing holiday
cheer to those in need.

WOMEN IN THE ARTS CONFERENCE
The Women in the Arts Conference gave Riverdale
High School students the opportunity to learn about
different career options in the arts and entertainment
industry. Five professional female artists shared
their story with female students and discussed what
inspires them; how to stay motivated in such a
Women in the Arts Conference
Panelists and Moderator & Akilah Newton
competitive field; following your dreams; and the
challenges females face working in the arts and
entertainment industry. At the end of the conference
panelists started a dialogue about the realities women face working in a male
dominated industry.
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IMPACT
Through various fundraising activities OWTA cultivated new donors, reached new
supporters and raised some much needed funds. As a result of this we were able
to continue running our regular programs and introduce new programs.

INCREASED
FUNDING BY
50%

INTRODUCED
4 NEW
PROGRAMS

10,000 YOUTH
IMPACTED IN
2015

SUPPORT AND NETWORKING - MEMBERS AND PARTNERS
• Riverdale High School Community Learning Centre
• Comité aut’gang
• Pearson Educational Foundation
• Action Jeunesse Ouest de l’île (AJOI)

SUPPORTERS
• Citizenship and Immigration Canada
• The Lester B. Pearson School Board Entrepreneurship Grant Program
• TD MusicCounts
• The Department of Canadian Heritage
• General Mills Champions Grant
• LUSH Cosmetics
• Arbonne Charitable Foundation
• SOCAN Foundation
• Minto Foundation Community Fund
• Flight Hub
• Martin Coiteux - MNA, Nelligan
• Carlos Leitão - MNA, Robert-Baldwin
• Geoffrey Kelley - MNA, Jacques-Cartier
• François Blais - Minister responsible for Recreation and Sport
• Hélèn David, Minister of Culture and Communications
• Francine Charbonneau, Minister responsible for Anti-Bullying
2016 OBJECTIVES
• Increase number of participants
• Continue fundraising initiatives
• Develop programs that respond to the community’s needs
• Employ a student intern to help carry-out social media outreach and events
coordination
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WE NEED YOUR HELP!
While we receive some government support, we depend on the generosity of
individuals and corporations to continue to run our programs. We are a non-profit
organization supported primarily by donations. To keep running programs, we
need your help. We kindly ask you to consider donating to OWTA. No amount is
too small.

VOLUNTEER
Not everyone can make a financial contribution, but there are other ways that you
can help OWTA. We are grateful for any involvement as it helps us to achieve our
goal of providing free and low cost arts workshops to our community’s youth.
Please contact us if you would like to volunteer for OWTA, plan a fundraiser
event, etc.

THANK YOU
To all our partners, board members, sponsors and volunteers
for your continued support. Every year we will reach new heights
with the energy, passion, and the commitment to change the lives
of youth through art.

CONTACT INFORMATION
Telephone: (514) 889-8678
Email: info@owta.org
Website: www.OWTA.org
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